WHAT’S ON THE MENU? NEW TECHNOLOGIES

Since the beginning of digital camera development, manufacturers have been
looking at ways to use the electronic nature of the digital image to improve
the final image quality. Using techniques that would simply not be possible
using film cameras, they have made advances that enable us to get great
shots at every opportunity.

In the last few years this has resulted in a wealth of new functions finding
their way on to digital camera menus. Here we look at how these functions
operate, where to find them and when to use them. Many of these functions
are included in other Olympus cameras, so even if you don’t have a
p[mju:] 830 it is worth reading on...

The ONKID symbols are not marked on the jog dial of the p[mju:] 830;
the marked symbols are B4, 0, ¥%and ¥ respectively.

Shadow Adjustment technology cleverly analyses the scene and boosts the
exposure of the shadow areas without overexposing the highlight areas. It
could be described as a form of adaptive ISO. It is perfect for subjects with
strong back-lighting or any scene where there is a big difference between the
brightest and darkest part of the image. It will also help improve the exposure
in dimly lit scenes.

To switch on Shadow Adjustment press the £% button

p to bring up the option screen. Press £¥ again to select
#% SHADOW AD). ON (or OFF) and press OK. As you switch
~ between ON and OFF notice how the screen shows the

. change in the darker areas of the image. Once set, just

take your pictures as normal.

Remember that Shadow Adjustment also
engages the Face Detection software,

so this is a quick and easy way to switch
Face Detection on and off.

As the Shadow Adjustment works by
selectively boosting the exposure (similar

| to increasing the ISO for certain areas of the picture), in

. | some cases it may be possible to notice a smallincrease in
the amount of noise in some shadow areas, especially if
you are already using a high I1SO. However,
this is normally far outweighed by the
increase in picture clarity.

w Shadow Adjustment cannot be used in
conjunction with PANORAMA, Bright Capture
or 16:9 modes.
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What’s new
onthe menu?

PERRY LEWIS CONTINUES OUR SERIES ON MENUS BY
TAKING A LOOK AT THE OLYMPUS p [M)U:] 830, WHICH
INCLUDES SOME OF THE LATEST TECHNOLOGIES TO
IMPROVE YOUR PICTURE-TAKING EXPERIENCE
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Perfect fix
This uses a special mechanism to shift the image sensor so that any
involuntary camera movement is compensated for. It senses the amount of
movement in the body and uses this, along with the focal length information,
to move the sensor in exact time to the image movement. The result: sharp
images where once there would have been blur.

To use Image Stabilisation press the @ button on top of the camera.
Press the ) button again to select ON (or «® OFF) and press OK.
Image Stabilisation will allow you to use a shutter speed up to three
stops slower than normal, useful when

using a telephoto lens setting or in

dull conditions. —
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