
For methods of payment other than Direct Debit and for 
the cost of membership outside of the UK, please email 
membership@olympuscameraclub.co.uk or telephone 
01952 214040 for details. The Save 50% offer may not apply.

Mr/Mrs/Ms First name

Surname

Address

Postcode

Email

Tel

Mobile

The camera I own is a
(model)

The Olympus Camera Club would like, on occasion, to contact you separately with infor-
mation or special offers. Would you prefer to receive these by

Email ❏ Post ❏ Phone ❏ SMS ❏ Not at all ❏

I wish to subscribe to Olympus User at the special introductory price of
just £12.50 in the first year*. Please send me the current issue free
and four further issues of Olympus User for £12.50 – I enclose my 
details below and overleaf for my payment by direct debit.
*Future years’ subscription will be charged at the standard annual rate, 
this is currently £24.99 a year, which includes four issues of Olympus User. 
Olympus User is published as part of the Olympus Camera Club.

OU/6/07

✁

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to:
FREEPOST RLSS-GYHT-EGJZ, Olympus Camera Club, PO Box 87, Oakengates TF3 3WT

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society

To: The Manager Bank/Building Society

Address

Postcode

Name(s) of Account Holder(s)

Bank/Building Society account number

Branch Sort Code

Originator’s Identification Number

4   1   9  8 2 8
Reference (to be completed by Olympus UK Ltd)

FOR OLYMPUS UK LTD OFFICIAL USE ONLY
This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or Building Society.

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society
Please pay Olympus UK Ltd Direct Debits from the account detailed in this
instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. 
I understand that this instruction may remain with Olympus UK Ltd and, if so,
details will be passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society.

Signature(s)

Date

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account

This guarantee should be retained by the Payer.

The Direct Debit Guarantee
■ This Guarantee is offered by all Banks

and Building Societies that take part in
the Direct Debit Scheme. The efficiency
and security of the Scheme is monitored
and protected by your own Bank or
Building Society.

■ If the amounts to be paid or the 
payment dates change, Olympus UK Ltd
will notify you 10 working days in advance
of your account being debited or as 
otherwise agreed.

■ If an error is made by Olympus UK Ltd 
or your Bank or Building Society, you 
are guaranteed a full and immediate
refund from your branch of the 
amount paid.

■ You can cancel a Direct Debit at any
time by writing to your Bank or Building
Society. Please also send a copy of 
your letter to us.

Pay just £12.50 in your 
first year. Future years’ 
subscription will be charged
at the standard annual rate,
this is currently £24.99 a
year, which includes four
issues of Olympus User.

Olympus User shows you how to get
the best from your camera: 

Please cut along the broken line
and put this half in an envelope
and return to:
FREEPOST RLSS-GYHT-EGJZ
Olympus Camera Club, 
PO Box 87, 
Oakengates TF3 3WT

• Four issues a year
• Practical advice written by Olympus experts
• Discounts and special offers on selected Olympus products
• Step-by-step ‘how-to’ features
• A chance to get your photos published
• Competitions with great prizes
• Your questions answered
• News from Olympus and innovations from around the globe
• Free advertisements to sell your second-hand Olympus

equipment
• Really useful picture editing tips for everyone – whatever

your experience!

In case of query please contact the Olympus Camera Club by email at
membership@olympuscameraclub.co.uk, or by phone on 01952 214040

Instructions to your Bank or 
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER

SAVE 50%
Subscribe to Olympus User

ON YOUR FIRST YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION
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TECHNIQUE UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHYTECHNIQUE UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY

The blue room

WHILE MANY PHOTOGRAPHERS enjoy using
the beautiful blue ocean as a backdrop to
their images, some prefer to venture deeper
and photograph what lives beneath the
surface of the water. 

Underwater photography is very different to
taking images on land. Firstly, the deeper you
go, the more the light and colour diminishes
until you eventually end up in a blue world.
Light therefore needs to be supplemented
underwater in order to capture the true
colour of marine life. A flash, underwater
light or the white balance features of your
digital camera can help this, but you should
also consider that using your digital camera’s
built-in flash underwater may lead to ‘marine
snow’ – where the light reflects off particles
in the water – which creates a haze over the
entire image. Using an external flash largely
eliminates this.

When shooting underwater, use the
manual white balance settings instead of 
the auto setting. The setting you select will
depend on the clarity of the water, but the
‘Daylight/Sun’ mode is generally good for
shallow water as deep as five or 10 metres 
or for flash-assisted macro shots. For deeper
water, or when flash-assisted macro mode
produces an overly strong blue tone, use the
‘Cloudy’ setting to reproduce bright colours
without the blue bias.

Because water acts as a kind of
magnifying glass, where objects look bigger

underwater than they are in real life, zoom
settings also tend to behave differently. The
light refracts at the boundary between air 
(in the lens) and water. The same zoom
setting on land will result in a narrower field
underwater. To shoot wide angles, therefore,
you must shoot the subject from a slightly
greater distance than you would on land. 

Setting the zoom to a wide angle is
effective for photographing large underwater
animals and schools of fish. There is a
general rule for shooting the likes of giant
manta rays, turtles and schools of fish such
as Japanese horse mackerel. Do not make
sudden movements, do not attempt to touch
the subject and, whenever possible, do not
photograph them from above. 

To get close to fish in their world, the 
trick is to move and act so that fish do not
perceive you as a threat to themselves but
simply think of you as just another slow-
moving fish.

DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY HAS BROUGHT MANY ADVANTAGES TO
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY – ADJUSTABLE WHITE BALANCE, THE
LIVE VIEW LCD AND BRIGHTCAPTURE TECHNOLOGY FOR EXAMPLE
– THAT MAKE TAKING YOUR CAMERA UNDERWATER EASY AND SAFE,
AND THE RESULTS CAN BE TRULY STUNNING. THERE ARE STILL A
FEW THINGS TO CONSIDER TO ENSURE YOU GET THE BEST PHOTOS…

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS TAKEN BY STEVE LAYCOCK
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toptips
As well as making sure your camera is
correctly housed for the open water, here are 
a few other tips for underwater photography 

1As on land, you should try to shoot the
subject with the sun behind you.  

2Make sure you know how to correctly
maintain your underwater housing and its

O-rings, and never rush setting up your camera.  

3Use a large storage media card – 2GB cards
are now available – so you can take your

photographs in high-resolution JPEG format and
are less likely to need to change card 40m down!

4The golden rule of underwater photography
is to reduce the column of water between

camera and subject – get close and fill the frame. 

5Never place the subject in the middle of the
frame, use the rule of thirds. And, instead

of jumping from subject to subject, spend time
with the fish you are photographing. The more
comfortable they are with you the more chance
you have of achieving the photographs you want. 
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Why did you choose the Olympus E-400? 
Olympus recommended the E-400 because it’s the
smallest digital SLR on the market – size and weight
become extremely important when climbing high,
especially above 8,000m. Its ease of use and versatility
gave me the opportunity to use the camera as a total
amateur (especially high up near the summit) but also
in a more professional and experimental fashion with
the range of user functions and modes while more
compus mentis lower down the mountain. 

How did you carry the camera to keep it warm, and
how easy was it to recharge batteries and change
memory cards?
I stored the spare batteries (fully charged on departing
the UK) in socks deep inside a bag in my tent at
Base Camp. Even so, they experienced temperatures
below freezing most nights. I would routinely take
250-300 photos so I did need to recharge some of
the batteries, which was simple enough to do  –
plenty of sun at Base Camp, so with solar panels 
and the right adaptors, it was no problem. 

The E-400 was carried around in a more substantial
Lowepro bag, and would mostly be transported in
the top of my rucksack. On summit day, when
temperatures of -40°C were expected, I wore it
inside my downsuit, with the strap around my neck. 
I also wrapped it lightly in a plastic bag to try and
protect it from the moisture from my body.

A friend had a portable hard-drive and card reader
fo downloading images from the memory card. Even
on SHQ with a 2GB card, once edited, I still had around
250 photos, so we only had to download once.

Did you experience any problems? 
None of any great noteworthiness. I completed a
British record by being the first Brit, along with Kenton
Cool, to double-summit Everest in the same climbing
season (May 17 and 24, 2007). An Argentinian also
achieved the same feat on May 16 and 24, 2007. 
We are unaware of any other Western climber to 
have done the same before.   

How important was it for you to document 
the ascent?
Amazingly important. I have now summited four
times, and every time is an amazing experience – an
experience that unfortunately gets blurred with time.
To accurately document the events of a climbing
season is important to the individual, but also to 
all those who have helped them achieve their goal,
none more important than their sponsors. I cannot
thank Olympus enough for all the belief and support
that they gave me.

DIARY EVEREST

Don’t look down!
(below)
Makul climbs the
South East Ridge

Tricky terrain (above)
The group ascends 

the Hilary Step 

We made it!
Rob (and the 

E-400!) make it to 
the summit of 

Mount Everest

PUTTING MAN AND CAMERA THROUGH
ITS PACES, ROB CASSERLEY TAKES 

THE OLYMPUS E-400 TO THE TOP
OF MOUNT EVEREST!

On top of
the world

Mountain pass (right)
The E-400 captures this

beautiful view of the 
summit at 8,850m

Cold Mountain (below)
Rob poses on Mount

McKinley Denali
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Send us your photodiaries! Send your photos andstory/captions to: Olympus User diaries, Archant Dialogue, 
Prospect House, Rouen Road,

Norwich NR1 1RE


